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1
EARPHONE DEVICE

BACKGROUND

The present disclosure relates to a to an ear-hole insertion
type earphone device having a noise cancelling function.

Earphone devices with a noise cancelling function (here-
inafter, also referred to as NC earphone devices) have come
into wide use. Because an NC earphone device performs
noise cancelling processing by itself, users may enjoy a
noise cancelling effect even when the NC earphone device
is connected to a normal audio player.

FIG. 13 is a diagram showing an appearance of the NC
earphone device 100 according to related art. The NC
earphone device 100 shown in FIG. 13 is a so-called ear-hole
insertion type of earphone device. Here, the ear-hole inser-
tion type of earphone device includes any earphone device
of' which sound output units are inserted into user’s ear-holes
so that the users may hear. For example, the ear-hole
insertion type of earphone device is an in-ear type of
earphone device or a canal type of earphone device. The NC
earphone device 100 shown in FIG. 13 is the canal type of
NC earphone device.

As illustrated in FIG. 13, the NC device earphone 100 has
a left channel (Lch) output unit 1011, a right channel (Rch)
output unit 101R, a plug unit 102, and a cord housing unit
103. A cord connects the plug unit 102 to the cord housing
unit 103, and each cord connects the Lch output unit 1011
and the Rch output unit 101R to the cord housing unit 103,
as illustrated in FIG. 13.

A driver unit outputting sounds corresponding to sound
signals input from the plug unit 102 and a microphone
recording external sounds for the realization of the noise
cancelling function are installed in the Lch output unit 1011
and the Rch output unit 101R, respectively.

An electric circuit unit (a noise cancelling processing
unit) to provide the noise cancelling function is installed
inside of the cord housing unit 103. The noise cancelling
processing unit generates a noise cancelling signal of the left
channel based on a Lch sound signal input from the plug unit
102 and a sound signal recorded from the microphone of the
Lch output unit 1011 and a noise cancelling signal of the
right channel based on a Rch sound signal input from the
plug unit 102 and a sound signal recorded from the micro-
phone of the Rch output unit 101R. When the noise cancel-
ling processing unit drives the driver unit of the Lch output
unit 101L according to the noise cancelling signal of the left
channel and the driver unit of the Rch output unit 101R
according to the noise cancelling signal of the right channel,
users wearing the NC earphone device 100 may hear noise-
cancelled sounds.

SUMMARY

Here, the NC earphone device requests to supply the
power of its own that is used for the noise cancelling
processing, in order to be suitable for an usual audio player,
for example, having output terminals of L.ch, Rch, and GND.
In the NC earphone device 100 in related art, the battery case
103A accommodating a battery for the power supply is
formed in the cord housing unit 103, as illustrated in FIG.
13.

However, when the battery case 103A is formed in the
cord housing unit 103, as such an extent, the cord housing
unit 103 becomes enlarged. For example, the size of the
battery case 103A is considerably large because the NC
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earphone device 100 in related art is considered to use a
single AA-sized first battery or a single AAA-sized first
battery.

In addition, when the battery case 103A is provided, the
weight of the cord housing unit 103 increases due to the
accommodating of the battery, and accordingly, the feeling
of wearing may be impaired because the Lch output unit
101L. and the Rch output unit 101R are pulled down. In
addition, in order to solve the problem in the past, providing
a clip fixing the cord housing unit 103 in appropriate
positions such as an edge of the breast pocket, the tension
from the cord housing unit 103 due to the weight of the Lch
and Rch output units 101L and 101R may be prevented such
that the stability of the feeling of wearing may be improved.
There are, however, problems that the clip is added to an
earphone set and users are forced to effort to use the clip for
the prevention of the tension.

Accordingly, in order to solve the problems described
above, this technology may be configured as the following
ear hole insertion type earphone device having a noise
cancelling function. The ear hole insertion type earphone
device of this technology has a left channel housing unit
accommodating a left channel driver unit outputting a left
channel sound and a right channel housing unit accommo-
dating a right channel driver unit outputting a right channel
sound, and a microphone for the noise cancelling and a
battery are accommodated in each of the left and right
channel housing units.

According to an embodiment of the earphone device, the
batteries to achieve the noise cancelling function are accom-
modated in the housings of the Lch and the Rch, so that the
battery case disposed in the cord housing unit of the NC
earphone device in related art may not be used in the
embodiment. Accordingly, the cord housing unit is made
significantly small and light, so that it may be prevented that
the feeling of wearing of the L.ch and Rch output units or
sound output units is impaired by the weight of the cord
housing unit. In addition, an embodiment of the earphone
device, since the Lch and Rch output units are symmetrical
bilaterally, the earphone device that weights of the left and
right are balanced well and the feeling of wearing is excel-
lent may be achieved. In addition, when the Lch and Rch
output units are symmetrical bilaterally, empty spaces in the
housings of the Lch and the Rch are the same as each other,
so that acoustic characteristics of the Lch and the Rch are the
same as each other, thereby achieving the natural feeling of
hearing. In addition, as the configuration that the batteries
are not accomodated in the cord housing unit, both batteries
may be disposed in one housing of both output units, but by
this configuration, the housings of the Lch and the Rch are
designed separately. However, when the [.ch and Rch output
units are symmetrical bilaterally, the ease of design may
significantly increase because one output unit may be
designed by reversing the design of the other output unit
regarding the design of the Lch and Rch output units. JP
2003-47083 is a related art describing that a battery is
accommodated in a housing of an earphone device.

According to the technology described above, a battery
case may be omitted from a cord housing unit such that the
earphone device with the excellent feeling of wearing may
be achieved. According to the technology, since the Lch and
Rch output units are symmetrical bilaterally, the earphone
device that weights of the left and right are balanced well
and the feeling of wearing is excellent may be achieved. In
addition, when the L.ch and Rch output units are symmetrical
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bilaterally, acoustic characteristics of the L.ch and the Rch
are the same as each other, thereby achieving the natural
feeling of hearing.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is an appearance diagram of the NC earphone
device according to an embodiment;

FIG. 2 is an exploded perspective view of the Lch output
unit according to an embodiment;

FIGS. 3A-3C are drawings illustrating a position relation-
ship of the microphone, the driver unit, and the battery
accommodated in the housing;

FIG. 4 is a block diagram illustrating internal components
of the NC earphone device according to an embodiment;

FIGS. 5A-5B are drawings illustrating a specific embodi-
ment of the communication terminal;

FIG. 6 is a drawing illustrating a specific embodiment of
the connection when users make various settings by using
the communication terminal;

FIG. 7 is a drawing illustrating various functions of the
left channel micro-computer and the right channel micro-
computer,

FIG. 8 is a flowchart illustrating a processing operation
corresponding to NC mode synchronization control function
unit;

FIG. 9 is a flowchart illustrating a processing operation
corresponding to the error detection control unit;

FIG. 10 is a flowchart illustrating a processing operation
corresponding to the simultaneous LR OFF control unit;

FIG. 11 is a flowchart illustrating a processing operation
corresponding to the after-level-check simultaneous OFF
control unit;

FIG. 12 is a flowchart illustrating a processing operation
corresponding to the remaining level display control unit;
and

FIG. 13 is an appearance diagram of the NC earphone
device in related art.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
EMBODIMENTS

Hereinafter, preferred embodiments of the present disclo-
sure will be described in detail with reference to the
appended drawings. Note that, in this specification and the
appended drawings, structural elements that have substan-
tially the same function and structure are denoted with the
same reference numerals, and repeated explanation of these
structural elements is omitted.

Note that the description will be made in the following
order:

1. Device structure according to the embodiment;

2. Device internal configuration according to the embodi-
ment;

3. Communication with external devices;

4. Various functions;

5. Processing procedures;

6. Summary; and

7. Modified Examples.
<1. Device Structure According to the Embodiment>

FIG. 1 is an appearance view of the noise cancelling (NC)
earphone device according to an embodiment of the tech-
nology.

Here, the NC earphone device is referred an earphone
device with a noise cancelling function. Because the NC
earphone device performs to process the noise cancelling by

10

20

40

45

50

55

60

4

itself, the user may enjoy a noise cancelling effect even
when the NC earphone device is connected to a normal
audio player.

The NC earphone device 1 is so-called an ear-hole inser-
tion type of earphone device. Here, the ear-hole insertion
type of earphone device includes any earphone device of
which sound output units are inserted into user’s ear-holes so
that the users may hear. For example, the ear-hole insertion
type of earphone device is an in-ear type of earphone device
or a canal type of earphone device. The NC earphone device
1 shown in FIG. 1 is the canal type of NC earphone device.

As illustrated in FIG. 1, the NC earphone device 1
includes a plug unit 2, a left channel (Lch) output unit 3L,
a right channel (Rch) output unit 3R, and a cord housing unit
4. In addition, the NC earphone device 1 includes an input
cord Ci connecting the plug unit 2 to the cord housing unit
4, a left channel cord Cl connecting the Lch output unit 3L
to the cord housing unit 4, and a right channel cord Cr
connecting the Rch output unit 3R to the cord housing unit
4, as illustrated in FIG. 1.

The plug unit 2 is provided to enter sound signals output
from an audio player which is connected to the NC earphone
1. In the embodiment, the plug unit 2 includes three termi-
nals of a left channel (Lch), a right channel (Rch), and a
ground (GND), and the input cord Ci includes three wires
corresponding to each terminal of the Lch, the Rch, and the
GND.

The Lch output unit 3L outputs sounds based on a left
channel sound signal input from the plug unit 2, and the Rch
output unit 3R outputs sounds based on a right channel
sound signal input from the plug unit 2. The Lch output unit
3L includes a housing 3Lh as a case and an earpiece 3Lp
detachably mounted to the housing 3Lh. In similar, the Rch
output unit 3R includes a housing 3Rh as a case and an
earpiece 3Rp detachably mounted to the housing 3Rh. The
earpiece 3Lp of the Lch output unit 3L and the earpiece 3Rp
of the Rch output unit 3R are inserted to a corresponding
ear-hole, respectively, such that output sounds may be heard.

Here, in order to realize a noise cancelling function, it is
provided to record an external sound (external noise). The
Lch output unit 3L and the Rch output unit 3R, therefore,
include microphones 111 and 117 recording the external
sound, respectively.

The cord housing unit 4 includes an operation unit
enabling an on/off operation of the noise cancelling function,
in other words a power on/off operation of the NC earphone
device 1. In particular, a control button 4A is installed in the
cord housing unit 4, as illustrated in FIG. 1, and users may
perform the on/off operation of the NC earphone device 1 by
the control button 4A. For example, the on/off operation may
be achieved by pressing the control button 4A. Pressing the
control button 4A in the off-state performs the on operation,
and pressing the control button 4A in the on-state performs
the off operation.

In an embodiment, wires are branched to the left channel
and the right channel in the cord housing unit 4. In particular,
the Lch, Rch, and GND wires of the input cord Ci are
divided to a pair of Lch and GND and a pair of Rch and
GND inside of the cord housing unit 4, and the pair of Lch
and GND reaches the Lch output unit 3L through the Lch
cord Cl and the pair of Rch and GND reaches the Rch output
unit 3R through the Rch cord Cr. The detailed wiring
contained in the Lch cord CI and the Rch cord Cr will be
described later.

Next, FIGS. 2 and 3 describe a housing of the Lch output
unit 3L and the Rch output unit 3R according to the
embodiment. FIG. 2 shows an exploded perspective view of
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the Lch output unit 3L. Here, descriptions about the housing
of the Rch output unit 3R is omitted because the Rch output
unit 3R is a left and right reverse form of the Lch output unit
3L with an exception that an LED 15 is provided to the Rch
output unit 3R as illustrated in FIG. 4. In FIG. 2, both the
Lch output unit 3L and the Lch cord Cl are shown. In
addition, the LED 15 as illustrated in FIG. 4 installed in the
Rch output unit 3R is an indicator which represents a
remaining amount of the battery and an on/off state of the
NC earphone device 1.

The Lch output unit 3L includes a front housing piece
3Lh-f and a rear housing piece 3Rh-r which make up the
housing 3Lh shown in FIG. 1, the earpiece 3Lp shown in
FIG. 1, and a sleeve 20 guiding the Lch cord Cl in the
housing 3Lh.

In addition, in the embodiment, a microphone 111, a
driver unit 121, a circuit board 21, and a battery 131 are
accommodated inside of the housing 3Lh having the front
housing piece 3Lh-f and the rear housing piece 3Rh-r.

The microphone 111 is provided to record an external
sound. Because a canal type of earphone device employs a
feed forward (FF) method to cancel noises, a recording
surface of the microphone 111 is looking to an opposite
direction to an output direction of the driver unit 121, in
order to record the external sound outside of the housing
3Lh. For example, the microphone 111 is a Micro Electro
Mechanical Systems (MEMS) microphone.

The circuit board 21 includes an electric circuit to achieve
the noise cancelling function and other various functions
described below. A left channel micro-computer 101 or a
right channel micro-computer 107 of the Rch output unit 3R
is formed on the circuit board 21.

The battery 131 is provided as part of operating a power
source of the electrical circuit formed on the circuit board
21. In the embodiment, a button-shaped secondary battery
may be used.

The driver unit 121 outputs or plays sounds based on
sound signals. In the embodiment, the driver unit 121 may
be a type of Balanced Armature (BA).

In the embodiment, a hole of the earpiece 3Lp fits a top
tube, having an entrance of the sound emission, of the front
housing piece 3Lh-f such that the earpiece 3LP is attached
to the housing 3Lh.

FIG. 3 represents a positional relationship between the
microphone 111, the driver unit 121, and the battery 131
which are accommodated in the housing 3Lh. FIGS. 3A, 3B,
and 3C are perspective drawings of the Lch output unit 3L,
and a perspective view, a front view, and a top view,
respectively.

As illustrated in FIG. 2 and FIG. 3, the housing 3Lh is
designed to have an approximately cylindrical space sepa-
rated from a space in which the driver unit 121 is accom-
modated. The approximately cylindrical space is designed to
accommodate the circuit board 21 and the button-shaped
battery 131. According to the design of the housing 3Lh, the
battery 131 and other components are effectively accommo-
dated in the housing 3Lh of the ear-hole insertion type of
earphone device requesting that a housing of the sound
output unit has a small size.

In the embodiment, the microphone 111 may be a MEMS
microphone. Because the MEMS microphone is small, the
microphone as well as the battery 131 and other components
are easily accommodated in the housing 3Lh, thereby
improving the efficiency of the design, or increasing the
degree of freedom in design.

In the embodiment, the driver unit 121 is a BA type of the
driver unit, and the BA type of the driver unit has a smaller
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size, compared to other types of the driver unit such as a
dynamic type, such that the housing 3Lh accommodating the
battery 131 and other components may be easily designed,
thereby increasing the degree of freedom in design.

Here, according to the NC earphone device 1, since
batteries 13 are accommodated to the housings 3Lh and 3Rh
of the Lch output unit and the Rch output unit, the NC
earphone device 1 is not used to have the battery box 103A
of the cord housing unit 103 in the NC earphone device 100
in related art. Accordingly, the cord housing unit 4 in the
present NC earphone device 1 may be significantly small
and light so that the weight of the cord housing unit 4 may
reduce the deterioration of the feeling of wearing of the Lch
and Rch sound output units and the like.

In addition, the NC earphone device 1 according to the
embodiment includes the Lch sound output unit and the Rch
sound output unit which are symmetrical bilaterally except
the LED 15. As a result, the earphone device that the left and
right weights of the earphone device are balanced well and
the feeling of wearing is excellent may be made.

In addition, when the Lch and Rch output units are
symmetrical bilaterally, empty spaces in the housings of the
Lch and the Rch are the same as each other, so that acoustic
characteristics of the Lch and the Rch are the same as each
other, thereby achieving the natural feeling of hearing.

Because the LED 15 is very compact and light, the
difference between acoustic properties based on whether the
weight of the LED 15 is added or not is negligent.

In addition, when the battery 13 is accommodated in any
one of the Lch and Rch housings as the design that the
battery 13 is disposed in another position than the cord
housing unit 4, the L.ch and Rch housings are independently
designed. In contrast, according to the embodiment with a
symmetrical structure, with respect to designs of the L.ch and
Rch sound output units, any one of the L.ch and Rch sound
output units is designed reversely when the other of the Lch
and Rch sound output units is designed, thereby designing
easily.

In addition, when batteries are disposed in both sides of
the L.ch and Rch sound output units other than a single
battery design, the sizes of the Lch and Rch sound output
units may be equal to each other.
<2. Device Internal Configuration According to the Embodi-
ment>

FIG. 4 is a block diagram illustrating internal components
of the NC earphone device according to an embodiment.
Terminals Lch, Rech, and GND formed in the plug unit 2 are
omitted in FIG. 4.

First, a left channel (I.ch) signal and a right channel (Rch)
signal input via the plug unit 2 is input inside of the housings
3Lh and 3Rh through the cord housing unit 4. In the housing
3Lh, the Lch signal is supplied to the left channel micro-
computer 101 and a charging unit 141. In the embodiment,
two kinds of signals which are a signal through a capacitor
Ccl and a signal not through the capacitor Ccl are input the
Lch micro-computer 101 as the Lch signal. Similarly, in the
housing 3Rh, the Rch signal is supplied to the right channel
microcomputer 107 and a charging unit 14r. In the embodi-
ment, two kinds of signals which are a signal through a
capacitor Cer and a signal not through the capacitor Ccr are
input the Rch micro-computer 107 as the Rch signal. The
capacitor Ccl and Ccr are provided for the cut of the DC
component. The Lch signal through the capacitor Ccl and
the Rch signal through the capacitor Ccr may be used to
process the noise cancelling by the microcomputers 101 and
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107, respectively, or to process to drive the driver units 121
and 127, respectively, when the noise cancelling function is
turned off.

Here, in the embodiment, signals not through the capaci-
tors Ccl and Ccr, which are signals without cutting the DC
component, are input to the micro-computers 101 and 107,
respectively, because it is assumed that batteries 131 and 137
are charged through L.ch and Rch wirings. In this case, when
charging, a direct current is supplied through the L.ch and
Rch wirings, and the micro-computers 101 and 107 monitor
the signals not through the capacitors Ccl and Ccr and
determine whether the direct current is supplied or not.
When the direct current is supplied, the micro-computers
101 and 107 instruct the charging units 141 and 147 to charge
the batteries 131 and 137, respectively. In this regard, the
charging control unit Fnd will be described later. In addition,
as illustrated in FIG. 4, the charging unit 141 supplies the
direct current through the Lch wiring connected to the
charging unit 141 to the battery 131 and charges the battery
131. In similar, the charging unit 147 supplies the direct
current through the Rch wiring connected to the charging
unit 147 to the battery 137 and charges the battery 13~

The micro-computers 101 and 107 executes processes by
various units Fn, as illustrated in FIG. 7, which will be
described later. For example, the noise cancelling function is
performed by the noise cancelling processing unit Fnl
which will be described later. Specifically, the Lch micro-
computer 101 generates a noise cancelling signal to cancel
external sounds or noises based on the Lch signal input from
the capacitor Ccl and a recording signal from the micro-
phone 111, and drives the driver unit 121 based on the noise
cancelling signal. Accordingly, a user wearing the NC
earphone device 1 may listen to an Lch sound that the
external sounds are cancelled. In other words, a noise
cancelling effect is obtained. In addition, a noise cancelling
processing by the Rch micro-computer 107 is described in
the same way as the L.ch micro-computer 101 except the sign
of L or R, so that detailed descriptions are omitted.

In the embodiment, the LED 15 is disposed in the housing
3Rh, so that the Rch micro-computer 107 controls to drive
the emission of the LED 15. In this regard, the indicator
display control unit Fné will be described later.

In an embodiment, the L.ch micro-computer 101 and the
Rch micro-computer 107 are configured to communicate
data with each other. For example, the Lch micro-computer
101 and the Rch micro-computer 107 are configured to
communicate data with each other by a wired connection. In
this case, as the data communication system, a serial com-
munication method by Inter-Integrated Circuit (12C) is
employed, and the Lch micro-computer 101 and the Rch
micro-computer 107 are connected to each other by wirings
of data DATA, a clock CLK, and a ground GND.

As illustrated in the FIG. 4, the wirings of data DATA, the
clock CLK, and the ground GND connect the Lch micro-
computer 101 to the Rch micro-computer 107 through the
cord housing unit 4. The Lch cord CI and the Rch cord Cr
described above include the wirings of data DATA, the clock
CLK, and the ground GND. In addition, in the embodiment,
the wiring of the ground is shared with a ground wiring of
sound signals.

The cord housing unit 4 includes the control button 4A
and a switch SW. The switch SW is configured to inform the
micro-computers 101 and 107 of whether the control button
4A is pressed or not. In particular, an on/off control line
ON/OFF extended from the switch SW is connected to the
micro-computers 101 and 107, and the switch SW is con-
figured to disconnect the on/off control line to the wiring of
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the ground GND based on whether the control button 4A is
pressed or not. In addition, the on/off control line is con-
nected to the Lch micro-computer 101 and the Rch micro-
computer 107 through the Lch cord Cl and the Rch cord Cr,
respectively.

<3. Communication with External Devices>

Here, NC earphone devices are usually configured to
adjust setting values for the noise cancelling processing
based on an acoustic inspection, in order to absorb differ-
ences between NC earphone devices due to a predetermined
timing such as a shipment timing of manufacturing.

In an embodiment, the NC earphone device 1 includes a
communication terminal to allow setting values to be input
from the outside of the NC earphone device 1 in the cord
housing unit 4.

FIG. 5 is a drawing illustrating a specific embodiment of
the communication terminal. As shown in FIG. 5A, com-
munication terminals T is exposed on an opposite surface to
a surface of the cord housing unit 4 in which the control
button 4A is formed. In particular, an opening 4B is formed
in the opposite surface of the cord housing unit 4, and the
communication terminals T is exposed within the opening
4B. In the embodiment, a data terminal Td, a clock terminal
Tc, and a ground terminal Tg as the communication termi-
nals T are formed according to the 12C method as the data
communication system of the micro-computers 101 and 10~
described above. As shown in FIG. 4, the data terminal Td,
the clock terminal Te, and the ground terminal Tg are
connected to the data line DATA, the clock line CLK, and
the ground line GND, respectively.

As illustrated in FIG. 5B, the opening 4B is covered with
an ornament 4C before the NC earphone device 1 is shipped.
In other words, the communication terminals T are not
exposed to the outside when end users purchase the NC
earphone device 1.

In the embodiment, the micro-computers 101 and 10~ for
the noise cancelling processing are accommodated in the
housings of the output unit 3L and 3R, respectively, and the
communication terminals T to communicate data between
the micro-computers 101 and 10~ are disposed in the cord
housing unit 4. As such the configuration, the acoustic
inspection is processed under the same condition as actual
using when the communication terminals T are exposed in
the acoustic inspection, because any part of the output units
3L and 3R is not dissembled. As a result, the setting value
for the noise cancelling processing may be adjusted appro-
priately.

Here, the settings for the micro-computers 101 and 107
using the communication terminals T may be adjusted by
users as well as at a factory. When users adjust various
settings, as illustrated in FIG. 6, a cradle 30 which is
exclusively or generally accessible to predetermined infor-
mation processing devices such as a personal computer 31
may be used. For example, an illustrated in FIG. 6, the cradle
30 includes a fitting portion to fit the cord housing unit 4, and
terminals to be connected to the data terminal Td, the clock
terminal Tc, and the ground terminal Tg, respectively, are
formed in the fitting portion when the cord housing unit 4 is
fitted.

Users may operate the personal computer 31 connected to
the cradle 30, so that users adjust various settings of the NC
earphone device 1, for example the micro-computers 101
and 107, where the cord housing unit 4 is fitted to the cradle
30.

As an exemplary setting, there may be a customizable
filter characteristic setting of the NC filter or an optimal gain
setting of the NC filter. A firmware updates for the micro-
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computers 101 and 107 or a setting of the frequency char-
acteristic of the equalizer may be also adjusted.
<4. Various Functions>

Here, various functions of the L.ch micro-computer 101
and the Rch micro-computer 107 in the NC earphone device
1 are described below as shown in FIG. 7. In addition, FIG.
7 shows a block diagram for each function, the each function
achieved by software processing of the [.ch micro-computer
101 and the Rch micro-computer 107. Regarding various
functions achieved by software processing, hardware such
as function units Fn configured to process the various
functions is described below.

As illustrated in FIG. 7, the Lch micro-computer 101
includes a noise cancelling processing unit Fnl, an NC mode
determination processing unit Fn2, a battery level detection
unit Fn3, a charging control unit Fn4, and an external input
setting processing unit Fn5. In addition, an NC mode
synchronization control unit Fn7 and an after-level-check
simultaneous ON control unit Fn10 are described later.

The noise cancelling processing unit Fnl is described as
illustrated in FIG. 4. The noise cancelling processing unit
Fnl generates the noise cancelling signal based on the
recording signal from the microphone 111 and the [.ch signal
input from the plug unit 2, and drives the driver unit 121
based on the noise cancelling signal.

The NC mode determination processing unit Fn2 deter-
mines an appropriate NC mode depending on a condition of
external noises. For example, in the embodiment, NC modes
as NC filter characteristics may be predetermined as A mode
(airplane), B mode (bus or train), or C mode (office) such
that the NC mode determination processing unit Fn2 deter-
mines an appropriate mode among the NC modes according
the condition of external noises based on the recording
signal from the microphone 111.

In addition, the battery level detection unit Fn 3 detects a
remaining amount of the battery 131. In addition, as
described in FIG. 4, the charging control unit Fn4 controls
a charging operation of the charging unit 4 for the battery
131 based on a determination result of whether the direct
current for charging by the Lch wiring is supplied or not.

The external input setting processing unit Fn5 receives an
input of settings from the external device connected to the
communication terminals T and processes settings corre-
sponding to the input. For example, when a filter coefficient
of the NC filter is input as a setting value from the external
device connected to the communication terminals T, a
processing of setting the filter coefficient is executed

On the other hand, the Rch micro-computer 107 includes
four function units Fn among the noise cancelling process-
ing unit Fn1 to the external input setting processing unit Fn5
of the Lch micro-computer 101 excluding the NC mode
determination processing unit Fn2. Here, the same reference
numerals of the each function unit Fn with respect to the Lch
micro-computer 101 and the Rch micro-computer 107 are
represented, the function units Fn of the Rch micro-com-
puter 107 are described in the same way as the Lch micro-
computer 101 except the sign of L. or R, so that detailed
descriptions are omitted.

In addition, the Rch micro-computer 107 includes an
indicator display control unit Fné regarding the LED 15 in
the housing 3Rh, as well as the four function units Fnl, Fn2,
Fn3, and Fn4. The indicator display control function unit
Fn6 verifies that the Rch micro-computer 107 has a control
function of driving the emission of the LED 15.

The NC mode synchronization control unit Fn7, the error
detection control unit Fn8, the simultaneous LR OFF control
unit Fn9, and the after-level-check simultaneous ON control
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unit Fn10 in the Lch micro-computer 101 are described
below. Here, regarding the processing of the NC mode
synchronization control unit Fn7 and the after-level-check
simultaneous ON control unit Fnl0, the Lch micro-com-
puter 101 of the Lch and Rch micro-computers 101 and 107
acts as a master computer.

First, the NC mode synchronization control unit Fn7
executes a process for synchronizing on the NC mode of the
Lch and Rch output units 3L and 3R. In other words, the
same NC mode determined by the NC mode determination
processing unit Fn2 are set in both the L.ch and Rch output
units 3L and 3R.

Here, when the NC modes of the [.ch and Rch output units
3L and 3R are different from each other, users become
uncomfortable on the hearing. Accordingly, the NC mode
synchronization control unit Fn7 controls that switching
timings of the NC modes are synchronized with the output
units 3L and 3R in order to switch the NC modes simulta-
neously.

The error detection control unit Fn8 detects errors of the
Rch micro-computer 107 and performs a process corre-
sponding to the errors. For example, in the embodiment,
when a state that an operation of the Rch micro-computer
107 has stopped due to any errors, in order words an OFF
state of the NC processing, is detected, the L.ch micro-
computer 101 is shut down or is turned off. In the embodi-
ment, the determination of whether the Rch micro-computer
107 has been stopped or not is performed sequentially when
communicating regularly with the Rch micro-computer 101.

By the processing of the error detection control unit Fn8
like this, a situation that operating states become incoherent
in the left and right of the NC earphone device 1 may be
avoided effectively. For example, discomfort of users due to
differences in hearing between the left and right of the NC
earphone device 1 when only the Lch micro-computer is
turned on may be avoided effectively. In addition, it is noted
that when the micro-computers 101 and 107 is turned off,
only the noise cancelling function is turned off but the sound
output itself based on sound signals is continued.

In addition, the simultaneous LR OFF control unit Fn9 is
configured to turn off both channels simultaneously when a
remaining battery level of any one channel of the both
channels is insufficient or less than a predetermined level,
even if there is a sufficient remaining amount of the other
channel. Accordingly, this configuration may avoid discom-
fort of users better than a configuration that the left and right
of the NC earphone device 1 operate incoherently.

In addition, the after-level-check simultaneous ON con-
trol unit Fn10 checks remaining battery levels of the bat-
teries of the left and right channels in response to a power-on
instruction from users by the control button 4A, and controls
to operate the left and right channels simultaneously only
when remaining battery levels of the both channels are
sufficient or more than a predetermined level.

Here, when an operation is attempted in case that a
remaining battery level of any one channel is insufficient,
any one channel may be operated but the other channel may
be not operated. Accordingly, discomfort of users may occur
due to differences in hearing between the left and right
channels. However, the discomfort of users may be avoided
effectively when operations of both channels are attempted
in case that the remaining battery levels of both channels are
sufficient.

In addition, the Rch micro-computer 107 includes the
remaining level display control unit Fnll. In the embodi-
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ment, regarding the processing of the remaining level dis-
play control unit Fn11, the Rch micro-computer 107 acts as
a master computer.

The remaining level display control unit Fnl1 is config-
ured to display a remaining battery level of any one channel
having a smaller remaining battery level than the other
channel by the LED 15. Here, in the embodiment, only one
light emitting part of the LED 15 may be provided, so that
the LED 15 may display the smaller remaining battery level
as well as the ON/OFF state. In the embodiment, these
displays by the LED 15 may be configured based on a
sequential timing. For example, the LED 15 may acts as an
indicator for the display of the remaining battery level when
the power is turned on, and then may acts as an indicator for
the display of the ON/OFF state.

In this regard, the remaining level display control unit
Fnl1l is performed by the Rch micro-computer 107, and
checks the remaining battery levels of the right and left
channels so that a light emission state of the LED 15 is
controlled to display the smaller remaining battery level.
Here, an example of the display technique of the remaining
battery level may be the emission brightness, a blink rate, or
the like. After the remaining battery level is displayed, it is
controlled that the light emission state of the LED 15
displays the ON state

Here, in the embodiment, the both channels are compul-
sively turned off by the simultaneous LR OFF control unit
Fn9 when a remaining battery level of any one channel is
insufficient even if a remaining battery level of the other
channel is sufficient. In this regard, an appropriate remaining
battery level is informed users of the remaining level display
control unit Fn11.

In addition, in the embodiment, the LED 15 is used to
display the remaining battery level when the power is turned
on, so that the display of the ON/OFF state and the display
of the remaining battery level are performed by one light
emission part, or share the one light emission part.
<5. Processing Procedure>

As illustrated in flowcharts of FIG. 8 to FIG. 12, detailed
processing procedures that are executed to achieve various
functions of the NC mode synchronization control unit Fn7
to the remaining level display control unit Fnll are
described below. With respect to FIGS. 8 to 12, processes of
“Lch” are executed by the Lch micro-computer 101, and
processes of “Rch” are executed by the Rch micro-computer
10~

FIG. 8 is a flowchart illustrating a processing operation
corresponding to the NC mode synchronization control unit.
First, in step S101 of “Lch”, it is checked whether the NC
mode is changed or not. In other words, it is waited until a
new NC mode is determined by the NC mode determination
processing unit Fn2.

When the NC mode is changed in step S101, the Rch is
notified of the NC mode in step S102. In other words, the
Rch is notified of the newly determined NC mode.

According to the notification of the NC mode, the Rch
replies to the Lch in Step S201. For example, the reply is for
the confirmation of the notification.

The Lch is waiting for a reply from the Rch in step S103.
In step S103, when there is a reply from the Rch, an
instruction on switching a mode is executed to the Rch in
step S104. Then, the NC mode is switched in step S105. In
other words, the NC mode is a newly determined NC mode,
for example a filter characteristic of the NC filter.

In step S202, the Rch is executed to switch to the notified
NC mode based on the instruction on switching a mode in
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step S104. In other words, switching to the NC mode
notified from step S104 is executed.

As described above, the Lch waits for a reply from the
Rch in response to the notification of the NC mode, and the
Lch switches the NC mode of its own, so that the timing of
switching the NC mode is synchronized.

Further, the synchronization of the NC modes in the left
and right channels is performed in the timing of switching
the NC mode, but also the Lch as a master notifies the Rch
of the current NC mode on a regular basis so that the
synchronization of the NC modes is performed.

FIG. 9 is a flowchart illustrating a processing operation
corresponding to the error detection control unit. As illus-
trated in FIG. 9, the Lch waits until there is a timing of the
periodic communication in step S301. In other words, the
Lch waits until the timing of the periodic communication
with the Rch.

Then, when the timing of the periodic communication
comes, a periodic notification is executed to the Rch in step
S302. According to the periodic notification, the Rch replies
to the Lch in step S401.

The Lch is determined whether there is the reply accord-
ing to step S401 or not. In step S303, when there is the reply,
the process returns to step S301. In other words, the process
returns to step S301 when there is a reply thereby executing
the loop process waiting until an operation stop state or an
error state of the Rch is detected.

In step S303, a negative result is obtained when there is
no reply from the Rch, shutting down is performed in step
S304. Accordingly, the Lch may be configured to be an
off-state when the Rch is the operation stop state.

FIG. 10 is a flowchart illustrating a processing operation
corresponding to the simultaneous LR OFF control unit Fn9.
As illustrated in FIG. 10, the Lch waits until there is a timing
of checking a remaining level in step S501. Here, the timing
of checking a remaining level refers a predetermined timing
of checking a remaining battery level. For example, the
timing may be a predetermined period of time.

When there is the timing of checking a remaining level,
a request to notify the Rch of a remaining level is performed
in step S502. According to the request for the notification of
the remaining level, the Rch is configured to notify the Lch
of the remaining level of the battery 13~ in step S601.

The Lch is waiting for the notification of the remaining
level according to step S601. Then, when there is the
notification of the remaining level, it is determined whether
remaining levels of the both batteries are sufficient or not in
step S504. In other words, it is determined whether the
remaining level of the battery 131 detected by the battery
level detection unit Fn3 and the remaining level of the
battery 13~ notified from the Rch both are sufficient or more
than a predetermined level or not.

When the remaining levels of the both batteries 131 and
137 are sufficient to obtain a positive result in step S504, the
process returns to step S501. The process returns to step
S501 when the positive result is obtained in step S504,
thereby executing the loop process waiting until a negative
result is obtained in step S504 or the remaining levels of the
both batteries 131 and 137 are insufficient.

When the remaining levels of the both batteries 131 and
137 are insufficient to obtain a negative result in step S504,
step S505 is processed to instruct on OFF or shutting down
to the Rch. Then, the off state is performed in step S506.

According to the instruction on OFF in step S505, the Rch
is the off state in step S602.
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According to a series of processing as described above,
when the remaining level of at least one battery is insuffi-
cient, both the Lch and the Rch is moved to the off-state at
the same time.

FIG. 11 is a flowchart illustrating a processing operation
corresponding to the after-level-check simultaneous OFF
control unit, and FIG. 12 is a flowchart illustrating a pro-
cessing operation corresponding to the remaining level
display control unit. As described above, in the embodiment,
the processing according to the remaining level display
control unit Fnl1 is performed in response to turning on of
the power. The processing according to FIG. 12 is a con-
secutive process of the processing of FIG. 11.

First, as illustrated in FIG. 11, the Lch waits until there is
an ON operation in step S701. In other words, the Lch waits
until a press of the control button 4A is detected. When there
is the ON operation in step S701 on the operation, a
remaining level of the battery 131 is detected as a remaining
level detection processing of step S702, and then, the Lch is
configured to request the notification of the remaining level
to the Rch in step S703.

The Rch performs to detect a remaining level of the
battery 13 as the remaining level detection processing of
step S801 according to the request for the remaining level
notification of step S703, and after that, the Rch notifies the
remaining level detected in step S802.

Here, the Lch starts to count time in step S704 after
requesting the notification of the remaining level in step
S703. The time count is performed to count the elapsed time
since making the request in step S703.

After starting the time count in step S704, the Lch waits
until a condition of receiving the remaining level notification
in step S705 or timing out in step S706 is satisfied. In other
words, whether there is the remaining level notification or
not is determined in step S705, and then, when a negative
result is obtained due to no remaining level notification of
the Rch, step S706 is going to determine whether time is out
or not, or whether a time count value in step S704 reaches
a predetermined value or not. Then, when a negative result
is obtained due to no time-out in Step S706, the Lch goes
back to step S705.

Here, when a positive result with a time-out is obtained in
step S706, it may be supposed that the Rch is on any error
state, for example, a state that the Rch is incapable of
replying due to the depletion of the remaining level of
battery 13». When the positive result is obtained in step
S706, step S707 goes to reset the time count, and then, the
processing is finished. Accordingly, the L.ch may not be
solely operated when the Rch is supposed to be incapable of
operating, so that operating states of the left and light are
balanced.

When a positive result with the remaining level notifica-
tion of the Rch is obtained in step S705, step S708 goes to
determine whether remaining levels of both channels are
sufficient. When a negative result is obtained by unsatisfying
that the remaining levels of both channels are sufficient in
step S708, step S709 goes to notify the Rch of the end
notification, and then, the processing is finished.

The Rch finishes the processing according to the end
notification from the Lch in step S709, as shown in FIGS. 11
and 12.

In this regard, when a remaining level of one battery of
both channels is insufficient, it is supposed that both chan-
nels are not operated. Accordingly, discomfort of users may
not occur by differences in hearing between the left and right
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channels, because it is avoided effectively that any one
channel may be operated but the other channel may be not
operated.

In addition, when a positive result with sufficient remain-
ing levels of both channels is obtained in step S708, step
S701 goes to perform the ON instruction or a start instruc-
tion, and then, the processing of switching to the ON state
or starting is executed.

The Rch executes the processing of switching to the ON
state in step S803 based on the ON instruction of step S710.

Accordingly, both channels are operated simultaneously
only when remaining levels of both channels are sufficient.

Next, processes represented by FIG. 12 are described
below. As illustrated in FIG. 12, the Rch starts by step S803,
and then, the Rch requests the notification of the remaining
level to the Lch in step S804.

The Lch is configured to notify the Rch of the remaining
level according to the request for the notification of the
remaining level from the Rch in step S712.

In step S805, the Rch waits for the notification of the
remaining level from the Lch according to step S712. When
there is a notification of the remaining level from the Lch,
remaining levels of both channels are compared to each
other in step S806, and then, the processing of displaying the
smaller remaining level of both channels is executed in step
S807. In other words, a light emitting operation of the LED
15 is controlled to obtain a light emission state representing
the smaller remaining level of the batteries 131 and 13#

In addition, regarding the control of displaying the
remaining level, although the Lch notifies the Rch of the
remaining level so that the Rch executes the control of
displaying the smaller remaining level of both channel as
described above, conversely the L.ch may receives the
remaining level from the Rch so that the Lch may select the
smaller remaining level of both channel to transfer the result
of' the selection to the Rch, thereby controlling to display the
remaining level.
<6. Summary>

As described above, in an embodiment, the batteries 131
and 13~ to achieve the noise cancelling function are accom-
modated in the housings of the Lch and the Rch, so that the
battery case 103 A disposed in the cord housing unit 103 of
the NC earphone device 100 in related art may not be used
in the embodiment. Accordingly, the cord housing unit 4 is
made significantly small and light, so that it may be pre-
vented that the feeling of wearing of the L.ch and Rch output
units 3L and 3R is impaired by the weight of the cord
housing unit 4.

In addition, according to the NC earphone device of the
embodiment, since the L.ch and Rch output units 3L and 3R
are symmetrical bilaterally, the NC earphone device that
weights of the left and right are balanced well and the feeling
of wearing is excellent may be achieved.

In addition, when the Lch and Rch output units 3L and 3R
are symmetrical bilaterally, empty spaces in the housings of
the Lch and the Rch are the same as each other, so that
acoustic characteristics of the Lch and the Rch are the same
as each other, thereby achieving the natural feeling of
hearing.

In addition, as the configuration that the batteries 131 and
137 are not accommodated in the cord housing unit 4, both
the batteries 131 and 137 may be disposed in only one
housing of both output units, but by this configuration, the
housings of the Lch and the Rch are designed separately.
However, when the Lch and Rch output units 3L and 3R are
symmetrical bilaterally, the ease of design may significantly
increase because one output unit may be designed by
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reversing the design of the other output unit regarding the

design of the Lch and Rch output units 3L and 3R.

Further, in the embodiment, the circuit boards 21 or the
micro-computers 10 are accommodated in the L.ch and Rch
output units 3L and 3R, respectively. Accordingly, the circuit
boards 21 executing the noise cancelling processing are
accommodated in the same housing as the microphones 11,
so that a wiring distance between the microphones 11 and
the circuit boards 21 may be significantly shorter than the
configuration that a circuit board is disposed in the cord
housing unit 103 as the earphone device in related art. As a
result, the noise generated in the sound recording signal of
the microphones 11 may be reduced. In addition, radiation
arising from the wiring between the circuit boards 21 and the
microphones 11 may be reduced.

In addition, in the earphone device in related art, when a
circuit board is disposed in the cord housing unit, the power
supply wiring to the cord housing unit from the battery
accommodated in the output unit for the power supply to the
circuit board is extended, and as such extent, the number of
the wiring increases and a diameter of the cord also
increases. The described above may be avoided effectively
by accommodating the circuit boards 21 in the output units
3L and 3R according to the NC earphone device 1.

In addition, in the embodiment, the micro-computers 10
for the noise cancelling processing are accommodated in the
housings of the output units 3L and 3R, respectively, and
terminals T for the data communication between the micro-
computers 10 are disposed in the cord housing unit 4. As
such the configuration, the acoustic inspection is processed
under the same condition as actual using when the commu-
nication terminals T are exposed in the acoustic inspection,
because any part of the output units 3L and 3R is not
dissembled. As a result, the setting value for the noise
cancelling processing may be adjusted appropriately.

In addition, in the embodiment, the L.ch micro-computer
101 and the Rch micro-computer 107 are configured to
communicate data from each other, so that one channel may
check an operation status of the other channel. Accordingly,
it may be avoided effectively that the discomfort for the
incongruity of the left and right channel operation occurs
because the Lch and the Rch fail to check the operation
status of each other, and therefore, operations of both
channels are balanced. As a result, it may be avoided
effectively that users feel the discomfort for the incongruity
of the left and right channel operation.
<7. Modified Example>

An embodiment according to the technology has been
described above, but the technology is not limited to the
described embodiment. For example, as described above,
the circuit boards 21 or the micro-computers 10 are accom-
modated in the L.ch and Rch output units 3L and 3R,
respectively. However, in an embodiment, the microphones,
the driver units, and the batteries are accommodated in the
Lch and Rch output units, and the circuit boards 21 may be
disposed in the cord housing unit.

In addition, as described above, the technology is applied
not only to the canal type earphone device, but also suitably
to the ear hole insertion type earphone device that requests
a comparatively small size of the sound output unit.

Additionally, the present technology may also be config-
ured as below.

(1) An earphone device of an ear-hole insertion type having
a noise cancelling function, the earphone device compris-
ing:

a left channel housing unit that accommodates a left
channel driver unit outputting a left channel sound; and
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a right channel housing unit that accommodates a right
channel driver unit outputting a right channel sound,

wherein a microphone for noise cancelling and a battery
are accommodated in each of the left and right channel
housing units.

(2) The earphone device of (1), wherein a substrate on which
an noise cancelling processing unit configured to execute
processing of achieving the noise cancelling function is
mounted is accommodated in each of the left and right
channel housing units.

(3) The earphone device of (1) or (2), wherein the earphone
device is a canal type earphone device.

(4) The earphone device of (3), wherein each of the left
channel driver unit and the right channel driver unit is a
balanced amateur type driver unit.

(5) The earphone device of any one of (1) to (4), wherein the
microphone is a MEMS microphone.

(6) The earphone device of any one of (1) to (5), wherein the
battery is a button type secondary battery.

It should be understood by those skilled in the art that
various modifications, combinations, sub-combinations and
alterations may occur depending on design requirements and
other factors insofar as they are within the scope of the
appended claims or the equivalents thereof.

The present disclosure contains subject matter related to
that disclosed in Japanese Priority Patent Application JP
2011-189554 filed in the Japan Patent Office on Aug. 31,
2011, the entire content of which is hereby incorporated by
reference.

What is claimed is:

1. An earphone device comprising:

a left channel housing unit that accommodates a left

channel driver unit outputting a left channel sound;

a left microphone accommodated in the left channel
housing unit;

a left battery accommodated in the left channel housing
unit;

a left noise cancelling processing unit that generates a
noise cancelling signal based on a sound signal
recorded from the left microphone;

a right channel housing unit that accommodates a right
channel driver unit outputting a right channel sound;

a right microphone accommodated in the right channel
housing unit;

a right battery accommodated in the right channel housing
unit; and

a right noise cancelling processing unit that generates a
noise cancelling signal based on a sound signal
recorded from the right microphone,

wherein a remaining battery level of the left battery is
checked and a remaining battery level of the right
battery is checked,

and wherein each of the left and right noise cancelling
processing units operate only when both of the battery
levels of the left and right batteries are each more than
a predetermined level.

2. The earphone device of claim 1, wherein the left noise
cancelling processing unit is accommodated in the left
channel housing unit and the right noise cancelling process-
ing unit is accommodated in the right channel housing unit.

3. The earphone device of claim 1, wherein the earphone
device is a canal type earphone device.

4. The earphone device of claim 3, wherein each of the left
channel driver unit and the right channel driver unit is a
balanced armature type driver unit.

5. The earphone device of claim 1, wherein the micro-
phone is a MEMS microphone.
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6. The earphone device of claim 1, wherein the battery is
a button type secondary battery.
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